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Emergency Update 
On August 4, 2020, a massive explosion ripped 
through central Beirut, Lebanon. Initial reports state 
that the blast has killed at least 220 people and 
injured more than 6,000 others. The explosion was so 
powerful that it registered as a 3.3 magnitude 
earthquake in Beirut and was felt as far away as 
Cyprus. Scores of people remain missing, and search-
and-rescue missions continue. It is estimated that 
some 300,000 people have been displaced from 
their homes, which have been damaged or 
destroyed.  
 
According to the Governor of Beirut, the blast 
damaged half of the city and caused $3 billion to 
$5 billion worth of damages. Lebanon’s former prime 
minister, Hassan Diab, noted the explosion is a result 
of the ignition of 2,750 tons of ammonium nitrate, 
which had been unsecurely stored in a warehouse for 
six years. 
 
The damage done to the healthcare system and with the massive influx of patients has severely strained health services in 
Beirut. Some city hospitals were damaged so severely by the explosion that they can't treat victims; initial reports state at 
least four hospitals were too damaged to admit patients. All other hospitals are overwhelmed. Healthcare workers were 
reportedly amongst the killed, and nurses and doctors are in high demand. Stocks of medication and supplies have been 
destroyed and the blast has threatened the country’s vaccine, medical supply, and reproductive health supplies which were 
stored half a mile from the explosion site.  
 
Further complicating response efforts, COVID-19 was already taxing the health infrastructure. Lebanon has had more than 
7,100 confirmed cases of COVID-19 as of August 11. The explosion has also struck Lebanon at a particularly vulnerable time, 
as the country continues to face the impacts of the Syrian crisis, compounded by the current economic crisis impacting 
millions within the country this past year.  
 
International Medical Corps Response 
Operating in Lebanon since 2006 and as one of the country’s largest health partners, International Medical Corps’ team 
immediately launched emergency services to respond to the explosion. Our teams are coordinating closely with the 
government and other responders to quickly provide staff surge capacity to stretched hospitals and health facilities, and are 
already on the ground: 
 

• Distributing medication and supplies to hospitals and primary healthcare centers at the epicenter of the crisis; 
• Distributing personal protective equipment to health workers, first responders and volunteers to help protect them 

from COVID-19 on the frontlines; 
• Deploying a mobile medical team to the Karantina neighborhood of Beirut to provide medical care and 

psychological first aid; 
• Providing gender-based violence prevention and treatment services; 
• Providing water, sanitation and hygiene services; and more. 

Destruction caused by the explosion in Beirut, Lebanon.  
Photo credit: Reuters, Mohamed Azakir 
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Over the next three to six months, International Medical Corps will coordinate closely to support the recovery of Beirut’s 
health services. Priorities include the procurement and distribution of medicine, medical supplies, equipment and personal 
protective equipment (PPE) to keep hospitals and health facilities open and health workers safe; deploying mobile medical 
teams to provide ongoing care; hygiene supplies, education and outreach, so families can stay healthy; and addressing  the 
longer-term mental health impacts of this unexpected devastation—which will only exacerbate the challenges already 
posed by such ongoing crises as COVID-19 and the strained economic system. 
 
Providing Medicines, Medical Supplies, Equipment and PPE 
Many health facilities were damaged to the point where they cannot care for the influx of patients, limiting the amount of 
emergency care available in Beirut. Additionally, facilities used to store medication and supplies were heavily damaged in 
the blast, causing acute shortages of vital medicines.  
 
With $5,000, International Medical Corps can provide one month of essential medications, PPE and supplies to affected 
facilities; $30,000 can provide six months of support. Support will augment the facilities’ ability to replace damaged medical 
supplies and surgical instruments, provide additional critically needed medical supplies, procure and distribute PPE and 
replace medicines lost in the explosion. 
 
With $3,000, International Medical Corps can provide one month of medications to treat chronic or noncommunicable 
diseases (NCDs) to the most-affected primary healthcare facilities, helping patients treat asthma, diabetes and 
hypertension, and covering gaps and losses in current supplies; $18,000 can provide six months of support. 
 
Promoting Hygiene 
With more than 300,000 people displaced, health facilities damaged and the ongoing COVID-19 outbreak continuing, 
hygiene supplies and education are critical to helping families and communities stay safe and thwart the spread of disease. 
 
With $50,000, International Medical Corps will partner with primary health facilities and community health workers to 
promote hygiene awareness, and provide a one-month supply of hygiene kits to keep families safe. Kits include 
handwashing information, soap, clothes-washing powder, water containers, women’s sanitary materials, and other 
infection prevention and control items to people across the affected areas. 
 
Mental Health and Psychosocial Support 
In addition to addressing the acute physical health needs, International Medical Corps is responding to the mental health 
needs of people who are experiencing immense distress. Traumatic event can give rise to longer-term emotional suffering 
that manifests over time, and can create lasting difficulties in a person’s life, including depression, severe anxiety disorders 
and post-traumatic stress disorder. These mental health conditions may appear directly after a traumatic event or may take 
time to appear.  
 
With $125,000, International Medical Corps can meet the increased needs for medications that address mental health 
needs for six months for patients across some 150 facilities in the most affected region.  
 
Any contribution, at any level—whether it be $25,000, $50,000 or even $5,000—will help provide much needed 
medicines, medical supplies and PPE for healthcare workers to provide emergency and ongoing medical care to those 
most affected by the explosion.  
 
International Medical Corps First Responder 
International Medical Corps began operating in Lebanon in 2006, and in 2011 was the first health actor to begin providing 
services for Syrian refugees in North Lebanon, following the influx of Syrian refugees in the country. Today, International 
Medical Corps’ health, mental health and gender-based violence prevention and response activities address the needs of 
refugees and vulnerable Lebanese residing in Beirut and Mount Lebanon, Bekaa, Akkar, and the North and South regions of 
the country. With almost 300 staff in-country, International Medical Corps supports access to primary healthcare services 
for Syrian refugees and vulnerable Lebanese at more than 50 facilities across the country, including 34 primary healthcare 
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centers, seven health dispensaries, three community centers, one social development center and five safe spaces focused 
on protection. With a strong local presence, International Medical Corps is well-positioned to response to support the 
urgent and ongoing relief efforts in Beirut. Most recently, we have been responding to COVID-19 outbreak across the more 
than 50 health facilities we support. Illustrating our reach, our teams served approximately 47,000 individuals with 
healthcare and 940 people with mental health care every month in 2019. 
 
International Medical Corps’ disaster response teams deploy fast and begin their lifesaving work immediately, even in the 
most challenging environments. International Medical Corps' surge capacity includes volunteer physicians and nurses 
trained in emergency medicine, and specialists who provide an array of services, ranging from primary healthcare and 
mental healthcare to technical support for needs related to nutrition, mental health, gender-based violence, and water, 
sanitation and hygiene. Founded in 1984, International Medical Corps responds immediately to natural disaster, conflict, 
famine or disease, and stays to make a long-term difference. Teams have delivered some $3.2 billion in relief and training 
services to tens of millions of people suffering from the devastating impact of humanitarian crises. With a staff of 
approximately 7,000 worldwide—more than 90% of whom are recruited locally—our teams ensure that the knowledge 
required to prepare for and respond effectively to a disaster remains anchored within the community. Over the last year, 
we assisted approximately 8 million people directly. 


